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SUBJECT: BERLIN REACTION TO FRG DECISION ON DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1. SUMMARY: WHILE SENAT HAS ATTEMPTED TO PUT ON BRAVE 
FACE AT LEAST IN PUBLIC, BERLIN OFFICIALDOM. POLITICAL 
LEADERS, AND PRESS HAVE HARSHLY CRITICIZED DECISION OF 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO PROCEED WITH ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA WITHOUT SETTLING 
BEFOREHAND REPRESENTATION OF WEST BERLIN JURIDICAL PERSONS 
AND COURTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SENAT SPOKESMAN STURVE PUBLICLY EXPRESSED SENAT'S 
APPRECIATION FOR EFFORTS OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO REACH 
FAVORABLE SOLUTION OF CONSULAR-REPRESENTATION ISSUE, 

BUT SOURCES CITED AS "SENAT CIRCLES" FREELY CONVEYED TO 
PRESS THEIR OPINION THAT BINDING ARRANGEMENT SHOULD 

HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED PRIOR TO SIGNING OF TREATY NORMALIZING 
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RELATIONS WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA. PRIVATELY, LEADING SENAT 
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OFFICIALS TOLD MISSION OFFICERS THEY WERE DISAPPOINTED 
AT BONN'S DECISION AND CONCERNED ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS 
FOR FUTURE. EVEN STRUVE, ERSTWHILE CHAMPION OF 
SWIFT "NORMALIZATION” OF RELATIONS WITH EASTERN EUROPE, 

WAS HARSHLY CRITICAL. 

3. CDU FRAKTION CHAIRMAN LUMMER TOOK FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
TO TASK FOR ANNOUNCING "SUCCESS" OF NEGOTIATIONS, WHEN 

NO SUBSTANTIVE SOLUTION OF CONSULAR REPRESENTATION ISSUE 
HAD BEEN REACHED AND WHEN INDEED NO PROGRESS HAD BEEN 
ACHIEVED SINCE IMPASSE OF LAST AUGUST. LUMMER DECLARED 
THAT BERLIN WAS BEING SACRIFICED FOR SAKE OF FURTHER 
MOVEMENT IN OSTPOLITIK. 

4. IN EDITORIAL ENTITLED "UNSATISFACTORY FOR BERLIN," 
TAGESSPIEGEL'S CHIEF EDITOR BOELKE EXPRESSED DOUBT AS 

TO WHETHER FRG WOULD HENCEFORTH BE IN POSITION TO IMPLEMENT 
QA OBLIGATION FOR CONSULAR REPRESENTATION OF WEST BERLIN 
CITIZENS AND INSTITUTIONS, AND ASCRIBED BLAME FOR THIS 
TO BRANDT AND WEHNER, WHO HAD UNDERCUT SPHERE'S EFFORTS 
TO REACH ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. TACTICALLY, BOELKE SAID, 

IT WAS MISTAKE TO LINK SIGNING OF NORMALIZATION TREATY 
WITH ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS, SINCE THIS REMOVED 
LAST VESTIGE OF LEVERAGE FRG MIGHT HAVE IN CONSULAR 
REPRESENTATION ISSUE. IN CONCLUSION, BOELKE VOICED 
SUSPICION THAT DYNAMIC PURSUIT OF OSTPOLITIK HAD OVERCOME 
BONN'S INTEREST IN FULL APPLICATION OF QA, AND EXPRESSED 
AGREEMENT WITH "NEW YORK TIMES” EDITORIAL (GIVEN WIDE 
PLAY LOCALLY) THAT SUCH A COURSE WOULD DAMAGE OSTPOLITIK 
ITSELF AND WOULD CREATE MAJOR DIFFICULTIES FOR FUTURE 
FUNCTIONING OF QA. 

5. BERLINER MORGENPOST (SPRINGER PRESS) CHARACTERIZED 
BONN DECISION AS COMPLETE CAPITULATION TO BERLIN POLICY 
OF COMMUNIST STATES, AND TERMED IT INDICATION THAT 

FOR PRESENT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BERLIN WAS NO LONGER OF 
ANY MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE. IN FULL AWARENESS OF HAZARDS, 

BONN HAD ABANDONED "SAFE TERRITORY" OF QA AND HAD THEREBY 
ENCOURAGED GDR AND EAST BLOC STATES TO WHITTLE AWAY FURTHER 
AT BERLIN'S POSITION AND VIABILITY. B.Z. (SPRINGER) COMMENTED 
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ALONG SIMILAR LINES. 

6. ACCORDING TO SENAT SOURCES, CHANCELLOR BRANDT PLANS 
TO TAKE FIRM ANTI-GDR LINES-PRESUMABLY FOCUSING ON 
CURRENCY-EXCHANGE REQUIREMENTS-DURING VISIT TO BERLIN 
OVER COMING WEEKEND, BUT IT IS QUESTIONABLE WHETHER THIS 
GESTURE WILL ALLAY CRITICISM OVER FRG-CZECH ARRANGE- 
MENTS.KLEIN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ESTABLISHMENT, PRESS COMMENTS, AMBASSADORS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 DEC 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: hilburpw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BERLIN02065 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BERLIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 245/aaaabgsj. tel 

Line Count: 115 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hilburpw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02-Aug-2001 by willialo; APPROVED <24-Sep-2001 by hilburpw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BERLIN REACTION TO FRG DECISION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB. GE, CZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




